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Williams. So the tenth and final roll-call gave Trumbull
fifty-one votes, and Matteson forty-seven. One member
still voted for Williams and one did not vote at all. Thus
the one hundred members of the joint convention were
accounted for, and Trumbull became Senator by a
majority of one.

This result astounded the Democrats. They were more
disappointed by it than they would have been by the
election of Lincoln. They regarded Trumbull as an arch
traitor. That he and his fellow traitors Palmer, Judd, and
Cook should have carried off the great prize was an
unexpected dose; but they did not know how bitter it was
until Trumbull took his seat in the Senate and opened
fire on the Nebraska Bill.

Lincoln took his defeat in good part. Later in the
evening there was a reception given at the house of Mr.
Ninian Edwards, whose wife was a sister of Mrs. Lincoln.
He had been much interested in Lincoln's success and
was greatly surprised to hear, just before the guests began
to arrive, that Trumbull had been elected. He and his
family were easily reconciled to the result, however, since
Mrs. Trumbull had been from girlhood a favorite among
them. When she and Trumbull arrived, they were
naturally the centre of attraction. Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln
came in a little later. The hostess and her daughters
greeted them most cordially, saying that they had wished
for his success, and that while he must be disappointed,
yet he should bear in mind that his principles had won.
Mr. Lincoln smiled, moved toward the newly elected
Senator, and saying, "Not too disappointed to con-
gratulate my friend Trumbull/' warmly shook his hand.

Lincoln's account of this election, in a letter to Hon.
E. B. Washburne, concludes by saying:

I regret my defeat moderately, but I am not nervous about!i'i|                          Matteson, the governor's wife, and her fair daughters.
